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The Maricopa Associatio n of Govern ments (MA G) is developing  a new Reg ional Transpo rtation Plan for the M AG region .  As part of this

effort, MAG  condu cted a serie s of focus groups to identify and document transp ortation issues  and co ncern s.  The fo cus gro ups were he ld

throughout the Valley to  capture id eas from geographically an d ethnica lly diverse gro ups of pa rticipants.  Th e finding s will assist MAG  in

identifying regional values, goals and objectives that will guide the development of the Regional Transportation Plan.

The format of the focus groups included an opportunity for interactive discussion among participants, as well as a voting exercise that

provided insight on priorities.  To help structure the process, the discussions were organized into five topic areas.  The topics included:

û Demographic and Social Change;

û The New Eco nomy;

û Environ menta l and Reso urce Issues;

û Land Use and Urban Development; and

û Transportation and Techno logy.

Participants were encouraged to provide their own issues and concerns that related to each topic, both individually and in a round-table

discussion.  The resp onses rece ived we re documented in essentially a “verbatim” format so that the message intended by the participant was

accurate ly conveyed.  

The results of the African-American Focus Group are attache d.  This m aterial has been div ided into  two par ts as follows:
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Part I.  Key Focus Group Issues:  In Part I, the key issues identified at the African-American Focus Group are listed by topic area.  These

issues are those voted by the participants to be the top two concerns in each topic area.  Due to ties, certain topics may have more than two

issues listed. 

Part II.  Comprehensive Listing of Participant Issues:  In Part II, all the issues identified by the individual participants are  listed.  These

issues have been grouped by topic area.

If you hav e any qu estions or co mme nts on the focus group process or the attached results, please contact Roger Herzog, MAG, at 602-254-

6300 or rherzog@ mag. maricopa .gov
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN FOCUS GROUP

PART I. KEY FOCUS GROUP ISSUES

The participants of the African-Am erican Fo cus Grou p were  given the  oppo rtunity to vo te on their to p two issue s in each o f five topic are as.

The two issues receiving the most votes are listed under each topic.  Due to ties, certain topics may have more than two issues listed.

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE PRIMARY ISSUES

û There is a  need fo r more m inority con tractors and  participatio n in the p rocess of co ntracting (sp ecifically African -Americ an).

û Need adequate transportation facilities in South Phoenix.

THE NEW ECONOMY PRIMARY ISSUES

û Need  to develo p fundin g sources fo r transporta tion (allocate  federal funds differently; le ss reliance on local sou rces).

û Industries drive education; challenge educators to teach science and engineering.

û Need  higher q uality jobs.

û Need private sector investment in communities; including the transportation system.

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES PRIMARY ISSUES

û More federal involvement in local planning.

LAND USE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT PRIMARY ISSUES

û By creating transportation facilities in blighted areas, these neighborhoods can be resuscitated by creating jobs and breaking the

cycle of poverty.

û Need  transporta tion facilities ne ar jobs.
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TRANSPORTATION AND TECHNOLOGY PRIMARY ISSUES

û Need  more freeways in  “infill” areas to se rve areas in  betwee n loops.

û Improve major streets and the existing infrastructure.

PART II. COMPREHENSIVE LISTING OF PARTICIPANTS ISSUES

The following  is a comp rehensiv e listing of the issu es that indiv idual par ticipants of the African-A merican  Focus G roup ide ntified as the ir

concerns under each topic.

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE ISSUES

û If growth is m assive, then  there will be  a need fo r more th an just buse s into local ne ighborh oods.

û Need  to develo p mass transit.

û Elderly mobility issues should be addressed.

û Need  “aroun d the clock ” services.

û Look at jobs-to-people ratios, and place transit stations where they are most needed.

û Address h ousing issu es.

û Need adequate transportation facilities in South Phoenix.

û Need  to look at m ore inno vative solu tions; nee d highe r techno logy that is “w ith the time .”

û There is a  need fo r more m inority con tractors and  participatio n in the p rocess of co ntracting (sp ecifically African -Americ an).

û There n eeds to be  an equ itable distribu tion of jobs;  and op erating co ntracts.

û There needs to be more grass roots inclusion of the African-American community in planning.

û There is a  need fo r Spanish  signage o n rail lines.
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THE NEW ECONOMY ISSUES

û Industries drive education; challenge educators to teach science and engineering.

û Need  higher q uality jobs.

û Large, high q uality industries do not like right-to-w ork states and low p aying wage s, because they can not keep skilled labor.

û Need private sector investment in communities; including the transportation system.

û Need  to develo p fundin g sources fo r transporta tion (allocate  federal funds differently; le ss reliance on local sou rces.

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES ISSUES

û More federal involvement in local transportation.

LAND USE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

û Need  new, m ulti-modal corrido rs.

û Industry ne eds to also lo cate in m inority com munitie s in the inner city, and n ot just on the  fringe area s.

û By creating transportatio n facilities in blighted areas, these neighborhoods can be resuscitated by creating jobs and breaking the

cycle of poverty.

û Freewa ys can encourage good  develop ment.

û Need  transporta tion facilities ne ar jobs.

û Rail needs to service the entire Valley.

TRANSPORTATION AND TECHNOLOGY ISSUES

û Need  more freeways in  “infill” areas to se rve areas in  betwee n loops.

û Improve major streets and the existing infrastructure.

û Need to look at safety issues (specifically on Grand Avenue, and 19th Avenu e/Grand-McD owell).

û It is okay to inv est in transpo rtation, as this is a  good u se of pub lic funds.

û Need facilities statewide, not only in the region.



AFRICAN-AMERICAN FOCUS GROUP

8 MAG  REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

FOCUS GROUP RESULTS

AUGUST 2001


